
   
 

   
 

English Tasks – 29.6.20 

  VIPERS – Diagon Alley from Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. 

Read the extract and then watch the clip... 

Vampires? Hags? Harry’s head was swimming. Hagrid, meanwhile, was counting bricks in the wall above the 

dustbin.  

“Three up... two across...” he muttered. “Right, stand back, Harry.” 

He tapped the wall three times with the point of his umbrella.  

The brick he had touched quivered – it wriggled – in the middle, a small hole appeared – it grew wider and wider 

– a second later they were facing an archway large enough even for Hagrid, an archway on to a cobbled street 

which twisted and turned out of sight.  

“Welcome,” said Hagrid, “to Diagon Alley.”  

He grinned at Harry’s amazement. They stepped through the archway. Harry looked quickly over his shoulder 

and saw the archway shrink instantly back into solid wall. 

The sun shone brightly on a stack of cauldrons outside the nearest shop. Cauldrons – All sizes – Copper, Brass, 

Pewter, Silver – Self- stirring – Collapsible said a sign hanging over the them. 

“Yeah, you’ll be needin’ one,” said Hagrid, “but we gotta get yer money first.” 

Harry wished he had eight more eyes. He turned his head in every direction as they walked up the street, 

trying to look at once: the shops, the things outside them, the people doing their shopping. A plump woman 

outside an apothecary’s was shaking her head as they passed, saying, “Dragon liver, sixteen Sickles an ounce, 

they’re mad...” 

A low, soft hooting came out from a dark shop with a sign saying Eeylops Owl Emporium – Tawny, Screech, Barn, 

Brown and Snowy. Several boys of about Harry’s age had their noses pressed against a window with broomsticks 

in it. “Look,” Harry heard one of them say, “The new nimbus Two Thousand – fastest ever.“ There were shops 

selling robes, shops selling telescopes and strange silver instruments Harry had never seen before, windows 

stacked with barrels of bat spleens and eels’ eyes, tottering piles of spell books, quills and rolls of parchment, 

potion bottles, globes of the moon... 

“Gringotts,” said Hagrid. 

They had reached a snowy-white building which towered over the other little shops. Standing beside its 

burnished bronze doors, wearing a uniform of scarlet and gold, was -  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thzXakMAuAc 

 

Q1 - R Using the extract from the story and the video clip, list as many things as you can that are 
for sale in Diagon Alley.  

Q2 – V Explain what ‘tottering’ means? Why do you think the author chose that word?  

Q3 – I,E,S What are the main differences between the extract and the clip? Why are they not 

exactly the same?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thzXakMAuAc


   
 

   
 

Q4 - E Explain how Hagrid and Harry get into Diagon Alley? 

Q5 - I Why do you think the lady was shaking her head about Dragon’s liver? 

Q6 - V Why do you think the author used the words ‘quills’ and ‘parchment’ instead of pens and 
paper? 

 Q7 –I What do you think was waiting outside the bank, wearing scarlet and gold? 

Q8 - S Summarise what Harry sees when he enters the alley.  

Challenge  Choose one part of the alley to describe in your own words.  
 

 

English  

Task 1 Watch this clip: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zbt76sg  Make a list comparing the 
Snow Dragons with the Fire Dragons. How is the world in the story different from our world? 
What other fantasy creatures can you think of? Draw pictures and make notes, they will come 
in useful later... 

Task 2 Fantasy stories usually: are set in imaginary worlds, have good and bad characters, magic, conflict, 
talking animals or objects, a way in and out of the imaginary world, a problem and a solution. For this 
task think about animals or objects which could come alive in your story. These clips might help with 
ideas: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0cla_h_f8M 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwEke2WGgi8 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksiQGrwvjYc 

Task 3 Decide on an animal or object that will come to life in your story. Make a mind map or list of ideas, 
illustrate your work with drawings or make a model. You might want to use an action figure or an 
animal you know. How will they come to life? What will their voice be like? How would they move? 
Would they have a good or evil personality?  

Task 4  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_cqszvdTqk 

So, now you know what fantasy stories are... it’s time to get your thinking cap on. Time to 
create either a fantasy world of your own. These clips might help: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzzVsOdumqg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7E5F1Z5uVk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdE5rQGrlSo 

Start by drawing a map of your fantasy world, you can add towering mountain ranges, fast 
flowing rivers, mysterious forests and secret islands (just a few ideas – it's your world and you 
can add what you like!) Use your map to imagine what adventures you might develop next 
week.  

Task 5  How will your character/characters get to the imaginary world? Watch these clips for ideas, 
make notes about how the clips make you feel, what you see, how the character travels... 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IO8v1yFoAwo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWcxgrg4eQI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8nxdAGg2FY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfsG-ZXyjeA 

What will your character have with them? Will they meet someone else immediately ?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zbt76sg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0cla_h_f8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwEke2WGgi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksiQGrwvjYc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_cqszvdTqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzzVsOdumqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7E5F1Z5uVk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdE5rQGrlSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IO8v1yFoAwo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWcxgrg4eQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8nxdAGg2FY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfsG-ZXyjeA


   
 

   
 

 

 

 


