
English Tasks – 08.06.20 

VIPERS                Exploring Poetry!   

Read “My Shadow” by Robert Louis Stevenson    https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43196/my-shadow 

Q1 - R What does the poet compare the shadow’s height to?  

Q2. V What do you think ‘nursie’ means in this poem?  

Q3 – I.E. Who is ‘he’ in the poem? Explain why you think this.  

Q4 – R. What did the poet find on the early morning walk?  

Q5 - R How do proper children grow?  

Q6 – I.E. Do you think this poem is modern or from times gone by? Explain 

why you think this.  

 Q7 –V Use a dictionary to find out what ‘arrant’ means ? 

Q8 – I.E. Why do you think the poet calls the shadow a coward?  

Q9 – I.E. Why do you think the shadow had stayed at home?  

Q10 - S What facts can you list about shadows using the information in 

this poem?  

 

Writing 

 

Task 1  
https://www.worldbookday.com/online-masterclasses/writing-on-leaves-and-looking-at-daffodils-with-poetry/ 
Watch this video by the poet Joseph Coelho. He talks about what it is like to be a poet and shares some ideas. 
 
Here are some other poets sharing their work. Watch the clips and think about the types of poetry that you like or 
dislike.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zcftsbk - Benjamin Zephaniah 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z9h2tfr  - Roger McGough 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zp9b4wx - Michael Rosen  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zjftsbk - animal poems 
 
You might have some poetry books at home that you can explore, let us know about any poems that you really 
enjoy! 
 

Task 2  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zfvkt39  Watch the 
beginning of this video which tells you about writing Haikus. Can you have a go at writing a summer haiku of your 
own? It might help to brainstorm vocabulary first… 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6X1WiXyqKo this clip may give you more ideas.  
 
 
 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43196/my-shadow
https://www.worldbookday.com/online-masterclasses/writing-on-leaves-and-looking-at-daffodils-with-poetry/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zcftsbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z9h2tfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zp9b4wx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zjftsbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zfvkt39
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6X1WiXyqKo


Task 3  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understanding-poetry/zf8m382 In this clip, the 
poet talks about poems on the theme of emotions. How have you been feeling lately? Could you write a poem to 
cheer someone up, or a poem to explain how you have been feeling? Read these other examples of ‘feelings’ 
poems to get more ideas… 

  

Task 4  
Which emotion will you write about? You could make a mind map of words you might use in your 

poem, or draw a picture of how that feeling makes you feel inside, you could also collect images 

that represent the feeling you are going to write about.  

 

Task 5  
Be a poet! Can you write a poem about how you feel?  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-poetry-playing-with-words/zmxf8xs This clip talks 
about some more features of poetry that you might like to include.  
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