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This week’s reading is from chapter 36 onwards of Holes. 

Activity 1 

Read chapter 36 up to the line “But Stanley had a family. She couldn't pretend he was never 

there. He wondered what she would tell them. And when?” 

1. Why do you think the authors has used the word ‘empty’ 3 times to describe Stanley’s 

canteen? 

2. “It was like chasing the moon” – What is meant by this? 

3. What do you think the Warden will tell Stanley’s family? 

Imagine you are the Warden and you have to write a letter to Stanley’s family. What would 

you write? Would you lie or be truthful?  

Think about the Warden as a character. What would she do? Write as if you were in her 

shoes.  

Activity 2 

Finish reading chapter 36  

1. Stanley and Zero make predictions about what might be at the top of the mountain. 

What do you think will be there? Make predictions using evidence from the text. 

2. “Stanley looked up to see the sun, a fiery ball balancing on top of Big Thumb. God 

was twirling a basketball” 

The author has created some strong imagery here. Draw a picture using the description in the 

text of what Stanley and Zero can see at this point. 

Activity 3 

Read chapter 37 

1. Why is Stanley so convinced that seeing the weeds meant that there would be water at 

the top? 

Use your science knowledge! 

2.  Do you think Zero is going to make it to the top? How does the author build the 

tension at the end of this chapter? 
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Activity 4 

Read chapter 38 

1. Find a word that means the same as a steep, tall rock face. 

2. What word has the author used to describe the odour Stanley can smell? 

3. He crawled along the gully in the direction that seemed the muddiest 
           What is a gully?  

 

Activity 5 

 

Stanley had carried Zero up the mountain. 

Zero is an ancestor of Madame Zeroni.  

Madame Zeroni is who Stanley’s no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather 

betrayed. 

What connections can you make here? 

Think back to the start of the book and how Stanley’s family were ‘cursed’ 

 


