
Grammar 

Parenthesis 

Within sentences, it is possible to add extra information to give more detail or as an 

afterthought. If this extra information was left out (because it’s extra) the rest of 

the sentence would still make sense.  

This extra information is called parenthesis and can be punctuated using a pair of 

commas, dashes or brackets. 

For example, 

The Tyrannosaurus Rex is a huge dinosaur. 

- The Tyrannosaurus Rex, which is a carnivore, is a huge dinosaur. 

- The Tyrannosaurus Rex (40 feet tall) is a huge dinosaur. 

- The Tyrannosaurus Rex – or just T-Rex – is a huge dinosaur. 

Activity 1 

1a. Name the punctuation used for parenthesis in the following sentences.  

 

 My neighbour, who is ninety-two years old, was a soldier during the War. 

 My cousins –who live in Edinburgh –are visiting next weekend.   

 

2a. Circle the punctuation used for parenthesis in the sentence below.  

 

 The children –who were going to the zoo on a school trip –had to be in school for 

half past eight.  

 The spotty dog, which lives at the end of our street, chases after the postman.  

 

3a. Underline the parenthesis in the sentences below.  

 

 The trim-trail, which had been recently installed in our playground, was enjoyed 

by all the children.  

 The alien –which was green with yellow eyes –had three heads.  

Activity 2 

Have a go at putting in some extra information in to the sentences below. The extra 

information needs to go after the noun (which has been highlighted in bold). Think 

about the punctuation you will use to show the parenthesis – don’t use the same one in 

each sentence. 

 

1. My friend is a huge fan of dinosaurs. 

2. A famous Hollywood Blockbuster features a storyline involving dinosaurs. 

3. Dinosaurs are closely related to birds. 

4. Palaeontologists believe dinosaurs aren’t fully extinct. 



Activity 3 

 

You may have noticed that some of the parenthesis examples above are actually 

examples of relative clauses. This is because a relative clause is a type of parenthesis 

as it is extra information. It directly links to the noun which you are describing or 

modifying – it is relative (related) to it.  

The sentence would still make sense without a relative clause and can still be 

punctuated using a pair of commas, dashes or brackets. 

A relative clause starts with a relative pronoun: who, which, where, whom, that, 

whose. 

 

Now try to add you own relative clause to each of these sentences. Think about 

varying your punctuation between a pair of commas, dashes or brackets. 

Dinosaurs are reptiles. 

1. The word dinosaur _____________________________________ means 

‘terrible lizard’. 

2. Meat-eating dinosaurs ______________________________ hunt for their 

prey. 

3. The three-horned dinosaur ______________________________ has a frill 

around its neck to defend itself from predators. 

4. Dinosaurs _____________________________ are closely linked to birds. 

5. The study of dinosaurs _____________________________ looks at fossils 

of dinosaur remains. 

 

Activity 4 

 

Create your own sentences that include extra information and use commas, dashes or 

brackets to highlight the extra information. 
 

Activity 5 

1a. Which of the following sentences use correct punctuation to show parenthesis?  

1. Gabriel, who had been off ill for a few days, returned to school on Monday. 

2. Gabriel who had been off ill for a few days returned to school on Monday. 

3. Gabriel, who had been off ill for a few days returned to school on Monday. 
 



 

 


